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State  of  Pennfyhania. 

In  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY, 

Ihurfday^  Feb.  19th,   1789.    A.   M. 


The  Bill,  entituled  "  An  ACT  to  incorporate  the  City  of 
Philadelphia"  was  read  the  fecond  lhne,  and  considered  by 
Paragraphs. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  tranfcribed,  and  forthwith  publifhed 
for  Consideration, 

Extracl  from  the  Minutes, 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD,  Clerk  of  the  General  Affembly. 
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An  ACT  to  incorporate  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 

WHEREAS  the  intention  of  civil  government  is  to  provide 
for  the  order,  fafety  and  happinefs  of  the  people;  and 
where  the  fyttems  and  regulations  which  in  general  are 
fuitable  and  sufficient  prove  ineffectual  or  inconvenient, 
it  is  the  Aviiry  wf  the  i,egiflaturc  co  provide  expedients  to  remedy  the     ("■«  >  *?^ 

defects:  AND  WHEREAS  the  city  of  Philadelphia  having  become  ve- 
ry populous,  the  adminiftration  of  government  therein  is  in  its  prefent 
form  inadequate  to  the  fuppreffion  of  vice  and  immorality,  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  public  health  and  order,  and  to  the  promotion  of 
trade,  induftry,  and  happinefs:  AND  WHEREAS  it  is  neceffary,  in 
order  to  provide  again fl  the  evils  occasioned  thereby,  to  invert  the 
inhabitants  of  the  faid  city  with  more  fpeedy,  vigorous,  and  effective 
powers  of  local  government  than  are  at  prefent  eftablifhed. 

Sect.  1.  Be  it  therefore  enaffed,  and  it  is  hereby  enabled  by  the  Reprefnt- ^/ 
atives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common-wealth  of  Pennlylvania  in  General 
C~~^      Affembly  met,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame,  That  the  inhabitants  of  the    '  l-~  - 

city  of  Philadelphia,  as  the  fame  extends  and  is  laid  out  between  the  "*^y"*»  ^9  <*h 
rivers  Deliware  and  Schuylkill,  be,  and  they  and  their  fucceffors  for  /Lu^t--  —  •'■ 
ever  hereafter  are  hereby  constituted  a  Corporation  and  Body  Politic  )z==-^ 
in  fact  and  in  law,  by  the  name  and  style  of  "  The  Mayor,  Aldermen,     YXfa^t 
"  and  Citizens  of  Philadelphia"  and  by  the  fame  name  lhall  have  per- 
petual lucceflion,  and  they  and  their  fucceffors  lhall  at  all  times  for    - — 
ever  hereafter  be  able  and  capable  in  law  to  have,  purchafe,  take,  re-  ,.  , 

.  ceive,    poffefs   and  enjoy  lands,    tenements    and    hereditaments,    li-  ,/vw*t»        /h 
berties,  franchifes  and  jurifdictions,  goods,  chattels  and  effects  to  them  fch  f/  .'tlcdLP 
and  their  fucceffors  for  ever,  or  for  any  other  or  lefs  estate ;  and  the 
fame  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  goods,  chattels  and  effects, 
to  grant,  bargain  and  fell,  alien,  convey,  demife  and  difpofe  of. 

Sect.  2.   And  be  it  further  enacled  by  the  authority  afore/aid,    That  the 
faid  Corporation,  by  the  name  and  ftyle  aforefaid,  are,  and  for  ever  ^       1  f     ■ 
hereafter  lhall  be  able  and  capable  in  law  to  fue  and  be  fued,    plead, -  "  J**vfit*£ 
and  be  impleaded,  anfwer  and  be  anfwered  unto,  defend  and  be  defend- 
ed in  all  courts  of  record  and  elfewhere  in  all  manner  of  actions,  fuits, 
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complaints,  pleas,  caufes  and  matters  whatfoever ;  and  to  do  and  exe- 
cute all  and  Angular  other  matters  and  things  that  to  them  as  a  body- 
politic  and  corporate  in  law  and  in  fact  fhall  and  mav  appertain ;  and 
for  that  purpofe  mall  have  and  ufe  one  common  feal,  and  the  fame 
from  time  to  time  mall  and  may,  at  their  will  and  pleafure,  change 
and  alter,  deface  and  make  anew. 

Sect.  3.  And  be  it  further  enabled  b\  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  agree- 
ably to  the  delire  of  a  majority  of  the  freeholders  of  the  faid  city,  ex- 
preffed  in  their  petitions  to  this  Houfe,  it  lhall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  freeholders  of  the  faid  city  to  meet  together  at  the  State-houfe  in 
the  faid  city,  or  at  fuch  other  place  therein  as  fhall  be  appointed  for 
holding  of  the  elections  of  Reprefentatives  to  ferve  in  the  General  Af- 
fembly  of  this  commonwealth,  between  the  hours  of  ten  and  twelve 
of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon,  on  the  firft  Tuefday  in 
next,  and  on  the  firft  Tue/day  in  which  will  be  in 

the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety-fix,  and 
fo  on,  on  the  firft  Tuefday   in  at  the  end  of  each  and 

every  feven  years  for  ever;  and  then  and  there  to  choofe  by  ballot  out 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  city  in  the  manner  which  now  is,  and, 
from  time  to  time,  fhall  be  prefcribed  by  the  laws  for  choofing  Repre- 
fentatives  to  ferve  in  the  faid  General  Affembly  fuitable 

and  proper  perfons  to  ferve  as  Aldermen  in  and  for  the  faid  city  for 
the  term  of  feven  years. 

Sect.  4.  And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  it  fhall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  freemen  of  the  faid  city  who  are,  or  fhall  be 
qualified,  agreeably  to  the  laws  and  conftitution  of  this  commonwealth, 
to  vote  for  members  to  ferve  in  the  faid  General  Affembly,  to  meet  to- 
gether, at  the  place  aforefaid,  between  the  hours  of  ten  and  twelve  of 
the  clock  in  the  forenoon,  on  the  fecond  Tuefday  in 
next,  and  on  the  fecond  Tuefituy  in  wklch  will  be  in 

the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety  two ;  and 
fo  on,  on  the  fecond  Tuefday  in  at  the  end  of  each  and 

every  three  years  for  ever ;  and  then  and  there  to  choofe  by  ballot,  out 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  city,  in  manner  aforefaid, 
fuitable  and  proper  perfons,  to  ferve  as  Common  Council-men,  in  and 
for  the  faid  city,  for  the  term  of  three  years. 

Sect.  5.  And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  the 
firft,  and  all  future  and  other  election  and  elections,  whether  of  Alder- 
men or  of  Common  Council-men,  to  be  had  and  held  in  purfuance  of 
this  act,  fhall  be  held  and  conducted  by  the  fame  officers  who  fhall  have 
been  duly  chofen  or  appointed  and  authorized  to  hold,  manage,  and 
conduct  the  election  of  Reprefentatives  for  the  faid  city,  to  ferve  in  the 
faid  General  Affembly,  at  the  general  election  next  preceding  every 
election  to  be  held  in  purfuance  of  this  act;  and  that  the  faid  Officers, 
and  the  Clerks  who  fhall  be  employed  at  the  faid  elections,  and  each 
and  every  of  them  fhall  feverally  take  a  folemn  oath  or  affirmation  be- 
fore entering  upon  the  duties  in  and  by  this  act  enjoined  them,  well 
and  faithfully  to  difcharge  the  fame  according  to  the  beft  of  their  fkill 
and  abilities. 

Sect.  6.  And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  all  e- 
lections  to  be  had  and  held  in  puffTiance  of  this  act,  fhall  be  held  and 
conducted  ^xcept  as  to  the  qualifications  of  the  voters  for  or  electors 
of  Aldermen,  and  the  number  of  perfons  to  be  voted  for,  elected  and 
chofen  to  ferve  as  Aldermen  and  Common  Council-men ;  and  except 
alfo  as  in  and  by  this  act  is  otherwife  directed)  in  the  fame  and  like 
manner  as  in  and  by  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth  is  or  fhall  be  di- 
rected for  the  holding  of  the  general  elections  for  Reprefentatives  to  ferve 
in  the  faid  General  Affembly,  and  under  and  fubject  to  the  fame  rules, 

regulations, 
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regulations,  pains  and  penalties;  and  all  and [every per fon  and  perfons 
who  fliall  be  concerned  in  holding  or  conducing  of  the  faid  elections, 
or  any  of  them,  or  who  fliall  come  to  vote  thereat,  or  be  any  wife  con- 
cerned therein,  are  hereby  enjoined  and  required  to  conduct  and  de- 
mean him  and  themfelves  accordingly. 

Sea  7  And  be  it  further  enacled  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  1  hat  v>  hen 
each  election  to  be  had  and  held  in  purfuance  of  this  ad  fliall  be  doled 
and  the  number  of  votes  for  each  candidate  or  perfon  voted  for,  fliall 
be  counted  and  afcertained,  the  judges  of  the  laid  election,  or  a  majo- 
rity of  them,  fliall  prepare  and  make,  under  their  refpedhve  hands  and 
feals  a  return  thereof,  containing  the  names  of  each  Alderman  elector 
of  each  Common  Council-man  elect,  as  the  cafe  may  be,  with  the  num- 
ber of  votes  in  favor  of  each  of  them  ;  and  fliall,  within 
hours  after  the  clofing  of  each  of  the  faid  elections,  give  notice  in  wn- 
tine  to  each  of  the  faid  Aldermen  elect,  or  Common  Council-men  elect, 
of  their  refpedive  elections  to  the  office  of  Alderman  or  Common  Coun- 
cil-man, as  the  cafe  may  be,  and  lhall  alio  deliver,  or  caufe  to  be  de h- 
vered,  the  faid  return  to  the  faid  Aldermen  elect  or  Common  Council- 
men  elect,  as  the  cafe  may  be,  at  the  times  and  places  in  and  by  this  act 
appointed  for  them  refpectively  to  meet  and  receive  die  fame. 

Sed    8.  And  be  it  further  enaEcd  by  the  authority  aforefaid  That  the  laid 
Aldermen  elect,  or  perfons  having  the  higheft .number  of 

votes  for  the  office  of  Alderman,  lhall  meet  together  at  the  State-houfe, 
in  the  faid  city,  between  the  hours  often  and  twelve  of  the  clock  in  f^,  /,  ^^7 
the  forenoon,  on  the  next  following  each  and  every  ,JC ®  J$ 

election  of  Aldermen  to  be  held  in  purfuance  of  this  act,  and  lhall  then  ^  ^  Lf.  I 
and  there  receive  the  faid  returns  of  Aldermen  elect  and  lhall  forth-  ^  ^frj(^ 
with  proceed  to  examine  the  fame,  and  to  judge  and  determine  there- 
on;  and  for  that  purpofe,  and  to  the  end  and  intent  t hat J*«Jg« 
the  prtrfi&ma  hc.Lx  Valued,  ***  «m  te  e«M  the  laid  Aldermen 
who  fliall  be  elected  and  returned  as  aforefaid,  or  a  majority  of  them 
fliall  be  judges  of  their  own  elections,  and  fliall  have  full  power  and 
authority  to  approve  thereof,  or  to  fet  afide  he  fame,  and  to  order  new 
elections  as  the  law  may  require,  to  be  held  in  the  manner  herein  be- 
fore directed,  and  at  fuch  times  as  fliall  be  by  them  appointed;  of 
which  they  fliall  give  at  lean  days  previous  notice    in 

or  more  of  the  public  news-papers,  printed  in  the  laid  city. 

Sea   Q    And  be  it  further  enacled  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  each 
and  every  Alderman  who  fliall  be  elected,  chofen  and  returned  in  L  fj^ 

manner  aforefaid,  and  whofe  election  fliall  be  lb  as  aforefaid  approved  AO-j     < .   .  J 
of,  fliall,  before  he  enters  on  the  execution  of  his  office,  take  a .  fofcmn        ,  ^^ 
oath  or  affirmation  before  his  Excellency  the  Prefident,  or  the  Vice-Pre-  '£)  ^*  -.  ^ 
fident  in  Council,  «  well  and  faithfully  to  execute  the  office  of  Alder- 
man  of  the  faid  city  ;"  and  fliall  thereupon  without  any  further  or  o-  v   UfuJ^y    ■ 
ther  commiffion  be   an  Alderman  of  the  faid  city,  until  the  next  gene-  ijj^l^  A  &~ 
ral  election  of  Aldermen  to  be  held  in  purfuance  of  the  directions  of  0U~  ^ 
this  act,  and  lhall,  during  the  time  aforefaid,  be  vetted  with  all  the 
powers  andjurifdictions  of  a  Juftice  of  Peace  in  and  lor  the  faid  city, 
and  with  fuch  other  powers  andjurifdictions  as  m  and  by  this  act  are 
given  to  any  Alderman.  _ 

Sea    i  o.  And  be  it  further  enacled  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  it  lhall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Aldermen  of  the  faid  city,  or  a  majority  of  ^—^'SXi 
them,  to  elect  and  choofe  by  ballot  every  year  or  ottener,  if  a  vacancy  f^iTJ^Z 
fhall  happen,  by  death,  resignation,  removal  from  office    or  from  the  c-^A^W^^ 
city,  one  of  their own  number,  who  fliall  be  Mayor  of  the  faid  city  for  the 
enfuing  year,  if  the  time  for  which  he  lhall  have  been  elected  and  cho- 
fen as  Alderman  fliall  fo  long  continue ;  and  the  faid  Mayor,  or  perfon 
who  fliall  be  fo  as  aforefaid  chofen  for  that  purpofe,  fliall  be  prelented 
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to  his  Excellency  the  Prefident,  or  the  Vice-Prefident  in  Council,  and  fhall 

*  then  and  there  take  a  folemn  oath  or  affirmation  "  well  and  faithfully 

i>JCJt  H  w^^     to  execute  the  office  of  Mayor  of  the  faid  city,"  and  fhall  thereupon  en* 

1/  ter  upon  and  perform  the  duties  of  the  faid  office  without  any  further 

or  other  commiffion. 

Sect.  1 1.   And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  afore/aid,  That  it 
t  /■/)  ^a11  and  mav  ^e  lawful  for  tne  faid  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  or  a  majo- 

,"jf  ^^SLrity  °f  them' t0  eIeCt  and  choofe  bv  ballot'  out  of  the  freemen  and  in- 
1  i^J^1"  """habitants  oi  the  faid  cit75  a  Recorder  of  the  faid  city,  who  fhall  hold 
1^  j  }  <-*  j-^g  fajj  0ffice?  ancj  be  Veft£d  with  all  the  powers  and  jurifdictions  there- 

of, and  with  all  the  powers  and  jurifdictions  of  a  Juftice  of  the  Peace 
*      ■   <j*    within  the  faid  city,  for  the  term  of  feven  years ;  and  with  all  fnch  o- 
/2w  j  ft**^  &   ther  powers  and  jurifdictions  as  are  in  and  by  this  act  given  to  any  Re- 
U,  0(jJA^.  corder  or  Juftice  of  the  Peace  in,  of,  or  for  the  laid  city ;  and  the  fame 

office  of  Recorder  fhall  fill  and  fupply  in  manner  aforefaid  as  often  as 
a  vacancy  fhall  happen  therein,  in  manner  aforefaid ;  and  the  faid  Re- 
corder, or  perfon  who  fhall  be  fo  as  aforefaid  chofen  for  that  purpofe, 
fhall,  before  he  enters  upon  the  duties  of  the  faid  office,  or  upon  any 
other  duty  in  purfuance  of  this  act,  take  a  folemn  oath  or  affirmation 
before  the  Mayor  of  the  faid  city  for  the  time  being,  "  well  and  faith- 
fully to  execute  and  perform  the  office  of  Recorder  of  the  faid  city;" 
and  fhall  thereupon  enter  upon  the  duties  thereof  without  any  further 
or  other  commiffion. 
t  6&t~y^  «*~     Se(a'  ' 2'  Provided  neverthelefi,  That  each  and  every  Mayor,  Record- 

t  T3^'  0  <~  ei"  °r  Alderman  who  ft^11  be  eleded,  chofen  or  appointed  in  purfuance 
/  /  J%L.^~>  °f  thlS  aCt'  and  who  flla11  mifdemean  himfelf  in  office,  fhall  be  liable 
//^TT  °  be  imPeachedby  the  General  AlTembly  before  the  Prefident  or  Vice- 

yi  c^&Cy  Prefident  and  Council,  and  fhall  be  removeable  for  mifconduct  in  of- 

fice by  the  faid  General  AfTembly. 

Seft.   13.    And  be  it  f«rthcr  „«rtfW  ix  /^  autl^r-iij.  ^jZ^CSJ,  Tliat  the 

faid  Common  Council-men  elect;  or  perfons  having  the 

A/      J-vlv^    higheft  number  of  votes  for  the  office  of  Common  Council-men,  fhall 

Pf^jJ^fCL    meet    t0Sether   at  the  State-houfe,    in   the    faid   city,    between  the 

%l£2iiLJi*v*i  £  hours  of  ten  and  twelve  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon,  on  the 

t»Jfru*~*-4L     neXC  following  eaca  and  every  election  of  Common  Council-men,  to 

JL/  &  \*h<-  be  held  m  Puriuance  °f  this  act;  and  fhall  then  and  there  receive  the 

HUA^'  V£j£-  faid  returns  of  Common  Council-men  elect,  and  fhall  forthwith  pro- 

^•^        '  ceed   to  examine  the  fame,     and  to  judge  and  determine  thereon; 

■Jin-*  an(i  for  th^  purp0fe)  and  to  tne  enj  an(j  [ment  t}iat  t^s  acCj   or  the 

provifions  herein  contained  may  not  be  ineffectual,  the  faid  .Common 
Council-men  who  fhall  be  elected  and  returned  as  aforefaid,  or  a  ma- 
jority of  them,  fhall  be  judges  of  their  own  elections,  and  fhall  have 
full  power  and  authority  to  approve  thereofi  or  to  fet  afide  the  fame, 
and  to  order  new  elections,  as  the  law  may  require,  to  be  held  in  the 
manner  herein  before  directed,  and  at  fuch  times  as  fhall  be  by  them 
appointed ;  of  which  they  fhall  give  at  leaft  days  previous 

notice  in  or  more  of  the  public  news-papers,  printed  in  the 

faid  city. 

Sect.  14.  And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid^  That  each 
and  every  Common  Council-man  who  fhall  be  elected,  chofen  and  re- 
1  turned  in  manner  aforefaid,  and  whofe  election  fhall  be  fo  as  aforefaid 

Sti/jL  °\f"f'~*-  -approved  of,  fhall,  before   he  enters  on  the  execution  of  his   office, 
I  v //  tJlt^S  take  a  folemn  oath  or  affirmation  before  the  Mayor  of  the  faid  city  for 

the  time  being,  "  well  and  faithfully  to  execute  the  office  of  a  Com- 
mon Council-man  of  the  faid  city,"  and  fhall  thereupon  without  any 
further  or  other  commiffion  enter  upon  the  duties  thereof,  and  fhall 
hold  and  exercife  the  fame  until  the  next  general  election  of  Common 
Council-men,  to  be  held  in  purfuance  of  tins  act. 

Se3. 
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Seel.  15.  And  in  order  that  the  faid  Common  Council-men  may,  at 
all  times,  confift  of  thofe  who  are  not  only  able  and  capable  to  perform 
the  duties  thereof,  but  of  fuch  as  lhall  be  mindful  of  and  attentive.  _  ?  -^ 
to  the  faid  duties,  and  in  order  alio  to  avoid  an  entire  dependence,  J^vj  > 
which  might  not  be  politically  juft  and  expedient,  of  any  fuch  Common  ^7  5 
Council-man,  either  on  the  body  of  which  he  may  be  a  member,  or  t  ^^,1 
on  that  of  the  Aldermen,  Be  it  further  entitled  by  the  authority  afore-  \  ^fj-  5 
faid,  That  if  any  common  Council-man  fhall  mifbehave  himfelf  in  his  \  fir'^' 
faid  office,  or  lhall  fail  or  neglect  well  and  faithfully  to  difcharge  the  cPcJ\  "S 
duties  thereof,  it  mall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Mayor  or  Recorder,  j£^  f 
Aldermen  and  Common  Council-men,  or  a  majority  of  the  Aldermen  5  f  " 
and  alfo  of  the  Common  Council-men,  if  the  faid  Mayor  or  Recorder,  ^  ^ 
and  two  thirds  of  the  Aldermen,  and  alfo  two  thirds  of  the  Common  <•  o  - 
Council-men  who  lhall  be  prefent,  lhall  agree  thereto,  on  the  petition  ?  £  ; 
and  complaint  in  writing  of  freeholders  of  the  faid  city,      ?  C^  ? 

and  of  freemen  of  the  faid  city,  who  lhall  not  be  free-      ?  tS»  ^ 

holders,  but  who  fhall  neverthelefs  be  qualified,  in  manner  aforefaid,      ?  J     ^ 
to  vote  for  Common  Council-men ;  to  remove,  in  a  fummary  way,  any       ?   "*&  ^ 
fuch  Common  Council-man  from  his  faid  office;  provided ntvcrthelef,      £         ^ 
That  the  faid  petition  and  complaint  in  writing  fhall  fully  and  minutely      \  vA  f 
ftate  all  the  caufes  affigned  for  fuch  removal,  and  no  other  caufe  what-       '    |    ^ 
ever  fhall  be  affigned,  heard  or  enquired  into ;  and.  provided  alfo,  That      }   '     : 
a  copy  of  the  faid  petition  and  complaint,  with  a  notice  of  the  time  and      j*T   ^ 
place  appointed  for  hearing  and  enquiring  into  the  fame,  fhall  be  ferv-      s  Sj^V  ~ 
ed  on  fuch  Common  Council-man,  at  leait  days  before       s "       j^ 

any  fuch  hearing  or  enquiring  fhall  take  place.  <    *    f 

Sect.  16.   And  be  it  further  enacled  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  the  ^  It)  ^  ftfn' 

Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen  and  Common  Council-men,  in  Common  '/'  **■*?-«"  **  '• 
Council  affembled,  fhall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  make,  ordain,     tjf*}f~  f      t 
Conftitute  and  eftablillifuch,  and  fa  many  laws,  ordinances,  regulations 
and  conflitutions,  (provided  the  fame  fhall  not  be  repugnant  to  the 
laws  and  conflitution  of  this  commonwealth)  as  fhall  be  neceffary  or  con- 
venient for  the  government  and  welfare  of  the  faid  city  ;  and  the  fame 
to  enforce,  put  in  ufe  and  execution,  by  the  proper  officers ;  and  at  their 
pleafure  to  revoke,  alter  and  make  anew,  as  occafion  may  require:  And 
in  order  that  a  knowledge  of  the  faid  laws,  ordinances,  regulations  and 
conflitutions,  may  at  all  times  be  had  and  obtained,  //  is  hereby  further 
enacled  and  declared  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  fuch  and  fo  many  of  //>      /    ,    / 
them  as  fhall  not  be  publifhed  in  or  more  of  the  public  f\J?  rfZ 

news-papers  publifhed  in  the  faid  city,  within  days  from  7}     y^j 

and  after  their  being  feverally  pafTed,  ordained  and  eftablifhed,  and 
alfo  recorded  in  the  office 


within  days  from  and  after  their  being  fo  as  aforefaid 

pafTed,  ordained  and  eftablifhed,  fhall  be  null  and  void :  And  in  order 
that  the  publications  thereof  may,  at  all  times,  be  known  and  afcer- 
tained,  //  is  further  enacled  and  declared  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That 
before  any  of  the  faid  laws,  ordinances,  regulations  or  conflitutions 
fhall  be  fo  as  aforefaid  recorded,  the  publications  thereof  refpectively, 
with  the  times  thereof,  fhall  be  proved  by  the  oath  or  folemn  affirma- 
tion of  fome  credible  perfon ;  which  faid  oath  or  affirmation  fhall  be 
alfo  recorded,  and,  at  all  times,  be  deemed  and  taken  as  fufficient 
evidence  of  the  time  of  fuch  publication. 

Seel.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacled  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  the 
Mayor,  Recorder  and  Aldermen  of  the  faid  city,  for  the  time  being, 
fhall  feverally  and  refpectively  have  all  the  jurifdictions,  powers  and 
authorities  of  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  and  Juftices  of  Oyer  and  Termi- 

B  ner 
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ner  and  Goal  Delivery,  of  and  for  the  faid  city,  and  fhall  act  therein 
accordingly,  jointly  or  feverally,  as  fully  and  amply  as  any  Juftice  or 
Juftices  of  the  Peace,  or  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  or  Goal  Delivery,  of 
or  for  any  county  within  this  commonwealth,  may  or  can  do  in  or 
I  for  fuch  county. 

Sect.  1 8.  And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  afore/aid,  That  the  faid 
Mayor,  Recorder  and  Aldermen,  or  any  four  or  more  of  them,  (where- 
of the  Mayor  or  Recorder,  for  the  time  being,  fhall  be  one)  fhall  have 
full  power  and  authority,  and  they  are  hereby  vefted  with  full  power 
and  authority,  to  enquire  of,  hear,  try  and  determine,  agreeably  to  the 
laws  and  conftitution  of  this  commonwealth,  all  larcenies,  forgeries, 
perjuries,  affaults  and  batteries,  riots  routs  and  unlawful  affemblies,  and 
all  other  offences  which  have  been  committed,  or  fhall  be  committed 
within  the  faid  city,  which  Would  be  cognizable  in  any  County  Court 
of  General  Quarter  Seffions  of  the  Peace,  of  or  for  any  county  within 
this  commonwealth,  had  the  fame  offences,  or  any  of  them,  been  com- 
mitted within  any  fuch  county,  and  to  punifh  all  perfons  who  fhall 
be  convicted  of  the  fame  offences,  or  any  of  them,  agreeably  to  the  laws 
of  this  commonwealth;  and  alfo  to  enquire  of,  hear,  try  and  deter- 
mine all  offences  which  fhall  be  committed  within  the  faid  city,  againft 
any  of  the  laws,  ordinances,  regulations  or  conflitutions  that  fhall  be 
made,  ordained  or  eftablifhed  in  purfuance  of  this  <  act ;  and  to  pvinifh 
the  offender  and  offenders  as  by  the  faid  laws,  ordinances,  regulations 
or  conftitutions,  fhall  be  prefcribed  or  directed;  and  alfb  to  impofe 
fines  on  Jurymen  and  others,  according  to  law,  and  to  levy  the  fame ; 
and  to  award  procefs,  take  recognizances  for  keeping  of  the  peace,  for 
being  of  good  behaviour,  and  for  appearance  or  otherwife;  or  commit 
to  prifon,  as  occafion  fhall  lawfully  require,  without  being  accountable 
to  the  commonwealth  for  any  fines  or  amercements  to  be  impofed  for 
the  faid  offences,  or  any  of  them;  and  generally  to  do  all  fuch  matters 
and  things  within  the  faid  city,  as  any  Court  of  General  Quarter  Sef- 
fions of  the  Peace,  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  Goal  Delivery,  of  and  for 
any  county  within  this  commonwealth,  may  or  can  do  within  any  fuch 
county :  And  to  the  ends  and  intents,  and  for  the  purpofes  aforefaid, 
and  for  fuch  other  ends,  intents  and  purpofes,  as  are  in  and  by  this  act 
declared  or  mentioned,  the  faid  Mayor,  Recorder  and  Aldermen,  or 
any  four  of  them,  (whereof  the  Mayor  or  Recorder,  for  the  time  being, 
fhall  be  one)  fhall  have  full  power  and  authority,  and  they  are  hereby 
veiled  with  full  power  and  authority,  to  hold  and  keep  a  Court  of  Re- 
cord within  the  faid  city,  four  times  in  each  year,  by  the  name,  ftyle  and 
ftte*\<rv)  nr*^i£>  &^te  °f  "  The  Mayor's  Court  for  the  city  of  Philadelphia"  for  the  enquir- 
(<.  'vi/tk  hi^-vp  inE>  hearing,  trying  and  determining  of  the  pleas  and  matters  aforefaid; 
and  for  the  punifhing  of  thofe  who  fhall  be  found  guilty  thereof,  and 
for  the  caufing  of  all  encroachments  in  the  ftreets  of  the  faid  city,  and 
all  nuifances  to  be  removed,  and  for  the  punifhing  of  the  offenders  as 
the  law  and  ufage  fhall  in  fuch  cafe  require,  and  for  the  doing  and  per- 
forming of  all  fuch  other  matters  and  things  as  are  in  and  by  this  act 
made  cognizable  in  the  faid  Court. 

Sect.  1 9.  And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  if  any 
-v-Zj     perfon  or  perfons  fhall  find  him,  her  or  themfelves  aggrieved  by  any 
y     l W^\     judgment  of  the  faid  Court  of  Record,  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
*3   "^~Uj  the  party  or  parties  fo  aggrieved,  to  fue  out  and  obtain  his,  her  or  their 

writ  or  writs  of  error,  which  fhall  be  granted  of  courfe  in  like 
manner  as  other  writs  of  error  are  granted,  and  made  returnable  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  this  commonwealth,  and  fhall  be  proceeded  in  un- 
der the  fame  rules  and  regulations. 

Provided  always,  That  when  any  writ  of  error  fhall  be  granted  up- 
on any  judgment  to  be  given  in  the  faid  Court  of  Record,  the  faid 

Mayor, 
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Mayor,  Recorder  and  Aldermen,  or  their  fucceffors,  fhall  not  be  com- 
pelled to  remove,  fend  or  certify,  into  the  faid  Supreme  Court,  or  elfe- 
where,  any  of  the  indictments  or  prefentments,  but  only  the  tenors  or 
tranfcripts  thereof,  and  of  the  records  touching  and  concerning  the 
fame,  and  of  the  proceedings  thereon,  under  their  common  feal;  and 
after 'fuch  judgments  lhall  be  reverfed  or  affirmed,  it  fhall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  faid  Recorder  and  Aldermen,  and  their  fucceffors,  to 
proceed  to  execution  or  otherwife,  as  lhall  according  to  law  appertain. 

SecJ.  20.  And  to  the  end  and  intent  that  fuch  perfons  indicted  or  out- 
lawed for  felonies  or  other  offences  fuppofed  by  fuch  indictments  or 
outlawries,  to  have  been  commited  within  the  faid  city,  as  lhall  dwell, 
remove,  lurk  or  be  received  without  the  bounds  and  limits  of  the  faid 
city,  may  be  brought  to  juftice,  Be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority 
afore/aid,  That  the  Mayor  or  Recorder  of  the  faid  city,  for  the  time 
being,  fhall  and  may,  as  often  as  occafion  may  require,  iffue  his  writ 
or  writs  of  capias  to  the  Sheriff  or  Sheriffs  of  any  county  or  counties 
within  this  commonwealth  directed,  commanding  him  or  them  to 
take  and  bring  the  body  or  bodies. of  any  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as 
fhall  be  fo  as  aforefaid  indicted  or  outlawed,  before  him  the  faid  May- 
or  or  Recorder,  or  either  of  them,  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  law ; 
and  if  any  Sheriff  or  Sheriffs,  to  whom  any  fuch  writ  or  writs  of  ca- 
pias fhall  be  direded  and  delivered,  fhall  refufe  or  negleft  to  ufe  due 
diligence  to  execute  the  fame,  he  and  they  fhall  feverally  forfeit  and 
pay  to  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  citizens  aforefaid,  the  f  um  of 

to  be  by  them  fued  for  and  recovered  in  any  court  of  record 
within  this  commonwealth  or  elfewhere :  And  to  the  further  end  and 
intent  that  there  may  not  be  a  failure  of  juftice  within  the  faid  city, 
by  reafon  of  any  perfon  or  perfons  who  may  be  charged  with  having 
committed  any  offence  or  offences  therein,  lurking,  or  being  in  fecret 
or  other  places  in  the  neighbourhood  thereof,  Be  it  further  enabled  by  the 
authority  aforefaid,  That  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  Conftable 
or  Conftables  of  the  faid  city  to  whom  any  warrant  under  the  hands 
and  feals  of  the  faid  Mayor,  Recorder  and  Aldermen,  or  any  of  them, 
fhall  be  delivered^  commanding  him  Or  them  to  take  any  perfon  or 
perfons  who  fhall  have  been  charged  with  having  committed  any  of- 
fence within  the  faid  city,  and  to  bring  him  or  them  before  the  faid 
Mayor,  Recorder  and  Aldermen,  or  any  of  them,  to  execute  the  fame, 
by  making  of  the  arreft,  if  the  fame  can  be  done  at  any  place  within 
miles  of  the  faid  city,  and  alfo  by  bringing  fuch  offender 
or  offenders  before  the  faid  Mayor,  Recorder  and  Aldermen,  or  fome 
of  them :  And  to  the  further  end  and  intent  that  there  may  not  be  a 
failure  of  juftice  within  the  faid  city,  by  reafon  of  any  witnefs  or 
witneffes  refiding  or  being  without  the  bounds  or  limits  thereof,  Be  it 
further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  it  lhall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  the  faid  Mayor,  Recorder  and  Aldermen,  or  any  of  them,  before 
whom  any  complaint,  indictment,  plea,  matter  or  thing  of  a  criminal 
or  civil  nature,  within  his  or  their  jurifdiction,  fhall  be  made  or  de- 
pending, to  iffue  his  or  their  fubpeena  to  any  perfon  or  perfons  within 
this  commonwealth^  commanding  him  or  them  to  appear  and  give 
evidence  therein ;  and  that  every  perfon  to  whom  the  fame  fhall  be 
directed,  and  on  whom  fervice  thereof  fhall  be  duly  made,  fhall  (pro- 
vided the  reafonable  expences  of  attendance  fhall  have  been  firft  paid 
or  tendered)  attend  accordingly,  and  give  evidence  under  the  penalty 
of  forfeiting  any  fum  not  exceeding  to  be  recovered  in 

any  Court  of  Record,  in  an  action  upon  the  cafe,  by  any  perfon  who 
will  fue  or  profecute  for  the  fame. 

Sebl.  21.  And  to  the  end  and  intent  that  the  adminiftration  of  juftice 
within  the  faid  city^  in  matters  of  a  civil  nature,  in  and  by  this  act 

made 
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made  cognizable  before  the  faid  Aldermen,  or  any  of  them,  may  be 
free  from  extortion  or  undue  oppreffion ;  and  alfo  be  as  effectually  as 
may  be  fecured  againft  errors  happening  therein,  Be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  afore/aid,  That  one  other  Court  fhall  be,  and  is  hereby 
eftablifhed,  within  the  faid  city,  by  the  name,  ftyle  and  title  of  "  The 
-  .  Aldermen's  Court,"  and  fhall  confift  of  three  of  the  Aldermen  of  the 

//it^^v  &  «^*^—  '  f^id  city,  for  the  time  being,  (any  two  of  whom  fhall  be  a  quorum)  to 
&'7^t'r*V'*^*st  be  chofen  and  appointed  for  that  purpofe  by  the  Mayor  and  Recorder 
c W«^«f  *  7  four  times  in  each  year,  or  oftener,  if  they  fhall  think  proper ;  which 
K.  &v*~y',~*~  &   faid  "  Aldermen's  Court"  fhall  meet  on  the  forenoon  of  the  Monday  in 
'~^7*^?*^A/   eack  anc*  every  week,  and  fhall  fit,  from  day  to  day,  during  fo  many 
To •      •  "  '     P  ^^  °^  eaC^  wee'c'  anc*  *°  mucn of  the  faid  days  as  fhall  be  neceffary 
i„  i  t*/i*.  a  <**~&V  ^ or  tne  i{fuing  0f  tne  neceffary  procefs  of  fummons,  capias,  attach- 
ment,   fubpcena  or  executions,  as  the  cafe  may  require,  and  for  the 
hearing  and  determining  of  all  the  matters  and  things  in  and  by  this 
fL&z&v-fS4***?  -  ac~t  ma£ie  cognizable  therein ;  and  the  faid  "  Aldermen's  Court"  fhall 
0 i^Z^ij s^vL^nJiiavc  cognizance  of,  and  full  power  and  authority  to  hear,  try  and  de- 
/  termine,  in  a  fummary  way,  all  fuch  caufes,  matters  and  things  with- 

in the  faid  city,  as  are  by  law  cognizable  before  any  one  Juftice  of  the 
Peace  within  this  ftate,  where  the  debt  or  demand  amounts  to  Forty 
Shillings,  and  does  not  exceed  Ten  Pounds,  in  like  manner,  and  with 
the  like  powers  and  authorities,  and  under  and  fubject  to  the  like  re- 
gulations, reftrictions  and  exceptions ;  and  to  the  like  relief  for  infol- 
vent  debtors ;  and  to  the  like  means,  procefs,  execution  and  flay  there- 
of; and  to  the  like  appeal,  as  in  cafes  of  debts  or  demands,  of  Forty 
Shillings  or  upwards,  and  not  exceeding  Ten  Pounds,  before  any  one 
Juftice  as  aforefaid. 

Sect.  2  2  Provided  neverthelefs,  That  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  for  each 
and  every  of  the  faid  three  or  more  Aldermen,  who  fhall,  for  the  time  be- 
ing, constitute  or  be  a  member  of  the  Court  hereby  eftablifhed,  by  the 
name  and  title  of  "  Aldermen's  Court,"  to  ifliie  forth,  under  his  hand  and 
feal,  any  warrant  or  warrants  of  fummons,  capias  or  attachment,  as  the 
cafe  may  require,  returnable  into  the  fame  Court,  and  alfo  fuch  and  fo 
many  fubpcenaes  as  may  be  needful  and  neceffary ;  all  of  which  fhall 
be  of  the  like  force  and  effect,  and  be  obeyed  in  like  manner,  and  un- 
der the  fame  pains  and  penalties  with  any  warrants  or  fubpcenaes  of  a 
like  nature,  iffued  by  any  Juftice  of  the  Peace  within  this  common- 
wealth, in  any  matter  within  the  jurifdiction  of  any  fuch  Juftice. 

(Sect.  23.   And  be  it  further  enacled  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  no 
greater  or  other  fees  or  cofts  fhall  be  taxed,  allowed  or  taken,  in  or 
for  any  matter  or  thing  in  and  by  this  act  made  cognizable  in  the  faid 
Aldermen's  Court ;  than  the  following  ones,  to  wit, 
For  every  warrant  of  fummons,  capias,  attachment  or  execution, 
Eighteen-pence ;  and  for  every  judgment,  Eighteen-pence ;  and  fuch 
/   other  fees  and  cofts  as  are  allowed  and  granted  in  and  by  an  act  of  the 
General  Affembly  of  the  late  province  of  Penn/ylvania,  entituled  "An 
\  act  for  regulating  and  eftablifhing  fees,"  in  matters  cognizable  before 
\  any  one  Juftice  of  the  Peace. 

Sect.  24.    And  be  it  further  enacled  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  the 
L.  '  r-i  *■*"'        Mayor  of  the  faid  city,  for  the  time  being,  and  each  and  every  Alder- 
•  gJj^-^- 1-*- £  ' ^'man  thereof,  fhall  have  cognizance  of,  and  hear  and  determine*,"  in  a 
]  s'rt*»u-S  j?:1->"3'--  fummary  way,  all  fuch  matters  and  things  within  the  faid  city,  where 
,  v.  ;    U  the  debt  or  demand  fhall  not  amount  to  Forty  Shillings,  as  are  by  law 

i  cognizable  before  any  one  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  in  any  county  within 

this  commonwealth,  and  fhall  ifTue  the  like  procefs  in  nature  of  a  fum- 
mons, capias  or  attachment,  as  the  cafe  may  require ;  and  fhall  pro- 
ceed therein  in  like  manner  for  the  like  fees  or  cofts,  and  with  the  like 
powers  and  authorities,  and  under  and  fubject  to  the  like  rules,  regu- 
lations 
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lationsand  reftrictions,  and  to  the  like  relief  for  infolvent  debtors,  and 
to  the  like  means,  procefs  and  execution,  as  in  cafes  of  debt  or  other 
demand  under  Forty  Shillings,  before  any  Juftice  of  the  Peace  within 
this  commonwealth. 

Sect.  25.  Provided  neverthelefs,  That  if  any  perfon  or  perfons  fhall 
find  him,  her  or  themfelves  aggrieved  by  any  judgment  or  judgments 
of  any  fuch  Mayor  or  Alderman  in  any  fuch  debt  or  demand  under 
Forty  Shillings,  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  for  him,  her  or  them,  who 
fhall  be  fo  aggrieved,  to  appeal,  at  any  time  within  fix  days,  from  any 
fuch  judgment  or  judgments,  to  the  Aldermens  Court  in  and  by  this  act 
eftablifhed,  where  the  faid  appeal  fliall,  with  all  convenient  fpeed,  be 
heard  and'finally  determined,  arte?  txecution  be  awarded  in  the  manner 
herein  before  directed,  and  for  the  like  colts ;  and  provided  further. 
That  before  any  fuch  appeal  fhall  be  allowed  or,  admitted  by  the  faid 
Aldermens  Court,  fuificierit  frnrity,  in  oatufe  nf  fpnniTrrtnTi'lj  fhall  be  en-  / .  j 

tered  in  the  fame  Court  by  the  perfon  or  perfons  fo  appealing*  (if  he,   /s^i*»«  w»  /£* 
fhe  or  they  fhall  not  be  a  freeholder  or  freeholders 
ther,  That  before  the  faid  appeal  fhall  be  determined 
in  writing,  of  every  fuch  appeal  fhall  be  given  to  the  adverle  party.     '/£// /»•«•**••''/' 

Sect.  26.  And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  fo  J^X^ly^if"  *£• 
much  of  each  and  every  act  and  acts  of  General  AfTembly  of  this  (fLJ  «.fc~  H.t.'<f*<J 
commonwealth,  heretofore  made  or  enacted,  as  directs,  authorizes  or 
regulates  the  electing,  choofing,  nominating,  commifhoning  or  appoint- 
ing of  any  Juftice  or  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  in,  of  or  for  the  faid  city  of 
Philadelphia,  or  any  ward  or  wards,  diftrict  or  diftricts  therein  *,  and  al- 
fo  fo  much  of  each  and  every  act  and  acts  of  General  AfTembly,  as  di- 
rects, authorizes  or  empowers  any  Juftice  or  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  joint- 
ly or  feverally,  either  by  themfelves,  or  collectively  with  any  other  per- 
fon or  perfons,  to  take  cognizance  of,  or  to  direct,  do  or  perform  any 
matter  or  thing  whatfoever,  within  the  faid  city,  either  of  a  criminal 
or  civil  nature,  or  otherwife ;  and  #if<:  i'o  much  of  each  and  every  act 
and  acts  of  General  AfTembly  as  directs,  authorizes  or  empowers  the 
nominating,  choofing,  appointing  or  commifhonating  of  any  perfon  or 
perfons  to  hold  a  City  Court  or  Courts  in  or  for  the  faid  city,  or  as  di- 
rects, authorizes  or  empowers  any  fuch  perfon  or  perfons,  to  hold  any 
fuch  Court  or  Courts,  or  to  take  cognizance  of,  hear,  try  or  determine 
any  matter  or  thing  therein,  be,  and  they,  and  each  and  every  of  them, 
are  hereby  feverally  and  refpectively  repealed,  and  made  null  and  void. 
Sect.  27.  And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  all 
recognizances  which  have  been  taken  by  any  Juftice  or  Juftices  of  the 
Peace,  for  the  appearance  of  any  perfon  or  perfons  irt  or  at  the  faid  City 
Court,  or  before  the  Juftices  or  Judges  thereof,  and  which  have  not 
been  certified  and  returned  into  the  faid  City  Court,  or  to  the  Juftices 
or  Judges  thereof,  fhall  be  returned  and  cercified,  by  the  faid  Juftices 
refpectively  who  have  taken  the  fame,  to  the  faid  Mayor,  Recorder  and 
Aldermen,  at  the  next  Mayor's  Court,  to  be  had  and  held  in  p\irfuance 
of  this  act:  And  that  all  perfons  who  have  been  fo  as  aforefaid  bound 
by  recognizance  or  by  recognizances  entered  into  in  the  faid  City  Court, 
to  appear  at  or  in  the  faid  City  Court,  or  before  the  Juftices  or  Judges 
thereof,  fhall  appear  before  the  faid  Mayor,  Recorder  and  Aldermen, 
at  the  next  Mayor's  Court,  to  be  had  and  held  in  pUrfuance  of  this 
act,  and  the  fame  fhall  be  a  fufneient  difcharge  of  every  fuch  recogni- 
zance ;  and  in  default  of  fuch  appearance,  every  fuch  recognizance, 
and  alfo  the  recognizance  or  recognizances  of  his,  her  or  their  furety 
or  fureties,  fhall  be  forfeited  and  fued  for,  and  recovered  in  fuch  man- 
ner as  the  law  directs. 

Sect.  28.  And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  the 
Judges  of  the  faid  City  Court  fhall,  and  they  are  hereby  enjoined  and 
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required  to  deliver,  or  caufe  to  be  delivered,  to  the  faid  Mayor,  Record- 
er and  Aldermen,  at  the  next  Mayor's  Court,  to  be  had  and  held  in  pur- 
fuance  of  this  act,  all  recognizances  for  appearance,  which  have  been 
taken  before  them,  and  which  have  not  been  difcharged  by  appearance 
or  otherwife ;  and  alfo  all  indictments  and  prefentments  which  have 
been  found  or  made  before  them,  and  which  are  ftill  pending  or  un- 
determined •  and  alfo  all  papers  and  records,  duly  certified,  of  all  fueh 
matters  and  things  as  have  been  begun  in  the  faid  City  Court,  and  as 
remain  unfinifhed:  And  the  faid  Mayor,  Recorder  and  Aldermen,  or 
any  four  of  them,  (whereof  the  Mayor  or  Recorder,  for  the  time  being, 
fhall  be  one)  ihall  proceed  therein,/? Jo  few  andj^ifticeilmll  appertain. 

Sect.  29.  And  be  it  further* ehabJed*l>y  We  taulhority1  afire] a\d\  \ 'nar  fo 
much  of  all  and  every  act  and  acts  of  General  Affembly  as  directs,  au- 
th0ri7.es  or  requires  any  matters  or  things  to  be  done  and  performed  by 
the  City  Wardens,  or  by  the  Commiflioners  for  paving  and  cleanfing 
the  ftreets  of  the  faid  city,  Or  by  all  or  any  of  them,  fhall,  from  and  after 
the  day  of  next,  be  null  and  void,  and  the 

\  faid  officers  fhall  no  longer  continue  in  office,  nor  fhall  any  new  appoint- 

ment of  fuch  officers  be  made  under  any  former  law  or  act,of  Affembly. 
/>       Sect.  3©.  And  be  it  further  enMeTTbytye'dutfor^itfcPefaid}  Wayhe^ 
is  /    I  Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen  and  Common  Council-men  fhall  be,  and 
rt^A.+vvLy  they  are  hereby  fully  authorized  and  empowered,  either  by  themfelves, 
or  by  proper  perfons  for  that  purpofe  to  be  by  them  appointed,  to  do, 
\   perform  and  execute  all  fuch  matters  arid  things  as  the  faid  Wardens 
I    and  Street  Commiflioners  were,  at  and  immediately  before  the  paffing 
J  of  this  act,  refpectively  authorized  or  enabled  by  law  to  do. 

Sect.  31.  And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  the 
Mayor  or  Recorder,  and  four  of  the  Aldermen  fhall  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  fully  authorized  and  empowered,  either  by  themfelves,  or  by 
1  proper  perfons  to  be  by  them  for  that  purpofe  appointed,  to  do,  per- 

*  form  and  execute  all  fuch  matter*  *»d  things  ae*he  CniA  Wardens  and 

Commiflioners  refpectively  were,  at  and  immediately  before  the  paffing 
of  this  act,  authorized  or  enabled  by  law  to  do  and  perform  in  con- 
junction with  the  City  Magiftrates,  or  any  of  them. 

Sect.  32.  And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  the 
faid  Mayor  or  Recorder,  and  four  of  the  Aldermen  fhall  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  do  and  perform,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  City  Afleflbrs,  all  fuch  matters  and  things  as  the  faid 
Wardens  and  Commiflioners  were,  at  and  immediately  before  the  paf- 
fing of  this  act,  by  law  authorized  to  do  and  perform,  in  conjunction 
with  the  faid  Affeflbrs,  and  for  the  feveral  purpofes  aforefaid,  it  fhall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  faid  Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen  and  Com- 
mon Council-men,  in  Common  Council  affembled,  to  make  and  efta- 
blifh  fuch  ordinances,  regulations  and  provifions  concerning  the  fame, 
as  by  them  fhall  be  deemed  neceffary  and  expedient ;  and  alfo  to  allow 
and  make  fuch  rewards  and  compenfation  to  the  feveral  officers  of  the 
faid  Corporation,  and  perfons  to  be  employed  in  the  fervice  thereof,  as 
fhall  be  juft  and  reafonable. 

Sect.  ^  And  be  it  Jurtber  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  it 
fhall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Mayor  of  the  faid  City  to  nominate 
and,  from  time  to  time,  to  appoint  a  Clerk  of  the  Market,  who  fhall 
have  affize  of  bread,  wine,  beer,  wood  and  other  things  within  the 
faid  city,  and  fhall  do  and  perforni  all  things  belonging  to  the  office  of 
Clerk  of  the  Market  within  the  faid  city. 

Sect.  34.    And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  for 
the  well  governing  of  the  faid  city,  and  the  ordering  of  the  affairs 
thereof,  there  fhall  be  fuch  other  officers  therein,  and  at  fuch  falaries 
or  other  compenfation  as  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen  and  Com- 
mon 
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mon  Council-men,  in  Common  Council  affembled,  fhall  direct :  Each 
and  every  of  which  faid  officer  and  officers  fhall  neverthelefs,  before 
entering  on  the  duties  of  his  office,  take  a  folemn  oath  or  affirmation 
before  the  Mayor  of  the  faid  city,  for  the  time  being,  -well  and  faith- 
fully to  perform  and  execute  the  fame, 

Seel.  35.  And  be  it  further  enacled  by  the  authority  afore/aid,  That  all 
the  rights  of  the  late  Corporation,  known  by  the  name  of  The  Mayor 
and  Commonalty  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  Province  of  Pennfylvania,  in 
and  to  all  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  ferries,  wharfs,  markets, 
flails,  landings  and  landing-places,  goods,  chattels,  monies  and  effects 
whatfoever ;  and  alfo  all  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  rights, 
franchifes,  liberties,  privileges,  goods,  chattels,  monies  and  effects 
•whereof  any  perfon  or  perfons,  or  bodies  politic  or  corporate  are  feif- 
ed  or  poffefTed ;  or  which  they,  or  any  of  them,  hold  or  enjoy  in  truft 
for,  or  to  and  for  the  ufe  of  the  citizens  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia ;  or 
which  the  faid  citizens  are  in  any  wife  entitled  to,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  feverally  and  reflectively  veiled  in  the  faid  Corporation,  or 
Body  Politic  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  and  their  fucceffors,  in  and 
by  this  act  eflablifhed  by  the  name,  ftyle  and  title  aforefaid,  to  and 
for  the  ufe  and  benefit  of  the  faid  citizens  and  their  fucceffors  for  e- 
ver ;  faving  neverthelefs  to  all  and  every  perfon  and  perfons,  and  bo- 
dies politic  and  corporate,  his,  her  and  their  juft  rights  therein. 

Seel.  36.  And  to  the  end  and  intent  that  all  and  fingular  the  eflate 
and  eflates,  rights,  privileges  and  interefls  aforefaid,  may  be  had  and 
received  by  the  faid  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Common  Council-men,  and 
be  by  them  and  their  fucceffors  faithfully  applied  to  and  for  the  ufe  of 
the  faid  citizens,  and  their  fucceffors  for  ever,  Be  it  further  enacled  by 
the  authority  aforefaid,  That  all  and  every  perfon  and  perfons,  and  bo- 
dies politic  and  corporate,  who  are  or  fhall  be  feifed  or  poffeffed  of  the 
fame,  or  of  any  part  thereof,  fhall,  on  reafonable  requeft,  deliver  the 
lime  to  the  faid  Mayor,  Aldermen  ."jCommon  Council-men,,  together 
with  all  deeds,  writings,  evidences,  books  and  papers  touching  and  con- 
cerning the  fame,  with  proper  affignments,  where  the  fame  fhall  be  ne- 
ceffary,  and  juft,  true  and  fair  accounts  thereof;  and  whoever  fhall  fail 
herein  fhall  be  liable  to  be  fued  for  the  fame,  and  fhall  moreover  for- 
feit and  pay  to  the  faid  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  citizens,  any  fum  of  mo- 
ney not  exceeding  to  be  fued  for  and  re- 
covered in  any  Court  of  Record. 

Sect.  37.  And  be  it  further  enacled  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  it 
fhall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Mayor  or  Recorder,  for  the  time  be- 
ing, from  time  to  time,  as  often  as  they,  or  either  of  them,  fhall  fee 
occafion,  to  rlimuon  a  Common  Council ;  and  that  no  affembly  or  meet- 
in°-  fhall  be  deemecTor  accounted  a  Common  Council,  unlefs  the  May- 
or°or  Recorder,  and  at  leaft  of  the  Aldermen,  and 

of  the  Common-Council-men  fhall  be  prefent. 
-  *«ft.  g8.  And  be  it  further  enacled  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  the 
faid  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Common  Council-men  fhall,  once  in  every 
--fear,  caufe  to  be  publifhed,  a  juft  and  true  account  of  all  the  monies 
which  fhall  have  accrued  to  them,  in  their  corporate  capacity,  du- 
ring the  year  next  preceding  fuch  publication,  and  alfo  of  the  difpofition 
thereof;  and  fhall  alfo  lay  a  copy  thereof  before  the  General  Affembly. 

Seel.  39.  And  be  it  further  enacled  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  as  of- 
ten as  any  doubts  fhall  arife  touching  this  ad,  the  fame  fhall,  in  all 
courts  of  law  and  equity,  and  elfewhere,  be  conftrued  and  taken  moft 
favourably  for  the  faid  Corporation. 


Printed  by  Peter  Stewart,  in  Second-fir eet,  ninth  Door  above  Chefnut-Jlreet. 
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